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SHORT SYNOPSIS
After starting a new online series, Annie and two of her friends head to an abandoned 
building in Lyulin Mountain, believed to be inhabited by evil.

SYNOPSIS
Annie, a famous vlogger, and her two best friends – Iveta and Milena – are shooting an 
episode for her new online series “Bulgaria’s Scariest Places” inside an abandoned building 
deep in the woods of Lyulin Mountain. In the name of good content, they decide that it’s 
best to spend the night there all alone, aiming to capture the strange phenomena which 
have been reported for years. When night falls and Milena goes missing, the girls quickly 
realize that they are not alone, and that whatever evil inhabits the place, it has no intention 
of ever letting them leave.
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ABOUT THE MOVIE
An eerie location
Deep into the woods of Lyulin Mountain lies an old abandoned building that used to 
function as a rest house nearly 30 years ago. During the 60s and 70s it was the most 
preferred vacation place in the area. However, with years passing by, incidents started 
occurring on the building’s grounds. Reports of child suicides can still be found in the 
city’s archives. After the rest house went out of business, numerous groups of people 
went there seeking a thrill, believing that it was haunted. Their stories, found on the 
Internet, were the main source of inspiration for the movie. The team also spent two 
nights in the building while shooting, which was a thrilling experience for everyone.

A puppeteer in the shadows
The idea of the existence of a spiritual world, a parallel universe, of energies that we 
cannot comprehend, has been discussed, studied and written about since the very first 
human civilization. We wanted to use this concept in the movie as soon as we started 
working on the script. This is how Mephisto - a demon, first mentioned at the close of the 
Middle Ages, got his way into “At His Doorstep”. He is the puppeteer, who is pulling the 
strings of our characters in the dark and gives them the false sense of control over their 
actions. In order to integrate him into the movie as authentically as possible, we went 
through a lot of research. Still, his presence is shown in subtle ways – his acts, his texts 
and his sigil.

The doorstep between two worlds
The movie presents the idea that the abandoned building in the woods is built on 
grounds, that for centuries have been a gateway between two fields of existence. It is an 
entrance to the home of evil. A place, where a person’s perception of reality is toyed with. 
This concept of a shifting reality is presented via drastic changes on the environment, as 
well as sound and visual effects.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
“At His Doorstep” is a found footage horror film based on true stories 
and human experiences. It is a modern day horror with a hint of 
ancient evil.

The main source of inspiration for the film were the numerous stories 
told amongst the locals about this abandoned building, that once 
functioned as a rest house deep into the woods. Many incidents, 
including an unusual amount of child suicides, occurred on the 
building’s grounds, which eventually caused it to go out of business 
nearly thirty years ago.

Combining this already strong backstory with my unconditional love for the genre, I have created a 
seemingly generic horror scenario involving a famous vlogger who aims to capture quality footage 
for her new online series. However, beneath the surface the actions of our protagonist and her 
friends are controlled unknowingly by an ancient and evil entity, known in Middle Ages literature as 
Mephisto. He is the puppeteer, who is pulling the strings of our characters in the dark, playing with 
their fears. In order to present him in a subtle way, we integrated his sigil into the movie.

For the making of the movie, we shot in the real, supposedly haunted building. It was a thrilling 
experience for the whole team and we really did feel like we were invited to his doorstep.

Found footage was the sub-genre I found most suitable for expressing my concept of a doorstep 
between two worlds. Utilizing the handheld camera motion, I aim to provoke the viewer’s 
imagination and play with their perception of reality. In the movie you can also see that we were 
also inspired by some of the latest survival horror games and their camera movement.

Because of the way we presented the connection between two worlds, once you watch “At His 
Doorstep”, you will never be the same.
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BIOS
VIOLET PANCHEVA
Director

Violet Manolova Pancheva is a Bulgarian actress and director, born in Plovdiv on 

April 21st, 1996. She completed her secondary education at the Spanish language 

high school ‘Cesar Vallejo.’ Violet has been interested in art from a very early age 

because of her mother who is an artist. She inherited her talent for acting from her 

father’s side of the family – her grandfather was an actor and a puppeteer. In her 

teenage years, Violet decided to seriously start her training in acting for her 

university entrance exams. She was part of the theatrical troupe of her highschool, 

and at the same time she attended a private school of acting at the Youth Theatre 

‘Nikolay Binev’ with chief director Malin Krastev. 

DENISLAV NIKOLOV
Director of Photography

Denislav Robert Nikolov is a cinematographer, born on January 4th, 1993, in Sofia. He 

graduated from a language highschool and continued his education at the New 

Bulgarian University, where he received a bachelor's degree in Cinematography. In the 

3rd year, Denislav decided to put his education aside and started working as a camera 

assistant. The first filming site he set foot on as a trainee at ‘Boyana’ Cinema Center 

was the film production ‘The Expendables.’ He continued in the same position in 

‘London has Fallen;’ then worked as the 3rd camera assistant in foreign productions 

such as ‘The Island’, ‘Ali Baba and the Seven Dwarfs’ and others.

After graduating highschool, Violet was accepted at the New Bulgarian University as an Acting major. She graduated as 

part of the class of Assoc. Prof. Snezhina Petrova in 2019. Her professors were some of the big theater names such as 

Prof. Tsvetana Maneva, Prof. Vasil Dimitrov, Assoc. Prof. Vazkresiya Viharova, Prof. Violeta Decheva, guest teacher Neil 

Farreli, et cetera. While studying at university, Violet began working in film and video productions as an actress and 

assistant director. Thus, her passion for cinema flared up and she decided to enroll in ‘Directing’ as an additional major. 

After graduating, she continued to work as a freelance assistant director and actress; shortly after, she began working as 

a director in the video house ‘Visualize the Audio.’

In 2015 Denislav started working as director of photography in ‘Bloomberg TV Bulgaria’ but quickly reached the limit of 

television and decided to quit in order to create his own video house – ‘Visualize the Audio.’ In 2018, he filmed his first 

short horror movie. By 2020 Denislav had a number of short films, commercials and music videos behind him; at the 

moment he is working on a new Bulgarian series as director of photography.
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VIOLINA DOTSEVA
as Annie

RALITSA NEYKOVA
as Iveta

NADEZHDA RASHEVA
as Milena

CAST

RADOSTIN STOYCHEV
as Andrey

SVETLANA SMOLEVA
as Lidiya

ELITSA STOYCHEVA
as Ghost Child
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FAQ

How were you able to fund the project and what was the scope of it?
“The film was made on a $4000 budget, and it was solely funded by the producer, Radostin Stoychev.”

What was your inspiration for the film?
“For the last decade, the abandoned building deep in Lyulin Mountain, was labeled as haunted and it was given 

the name “The Asylum” by the numerous groups of people that went there seeking a thrill. Their stories and 

experiences, described all over the internet, inspired us to create the movie.”

How long did the project take?
“Pre-production lasted about 2 months. We shot the film in 4 days. With post-production taking about 3 months 

as well, we had a product ready in around 5 months.”

What is your goal for the film?
“Our goal is to inspire other young filmmakers and hopefully stimulate the development of the horror genre in 

Bulgaria.”

What was your favourite part of production?
“Spending two nights deep in the woods, in an abandoned building, which is believed to be haunted, with no 

means to get back until the morning, was a thrilling experience for the whole team.”
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CREDITS

Annie

Iveta

Milena

Andrey

Annie’s Mother

Asylum Vision

Violina Dotseva

Ralitsa Neykova

Nadezhda Rasheva

Radostin Stoychev

Svetlana Smoleva

Elitsa Stoycheva

Denislav Nikolov

Daniel Ivanov

Diko Bochukov

Stoyan Anov

Tsvetomir Petrovski

Luchezar Indzhiev

Teodora Bozhinova

Emma Deneva

Visualize the Audio

Andrey Cholakov

Denislav Nikolov

Bozhko Bozhkov

Denitsa Budinova

Director of Photography

Production Designer

1st Assistant Director

Sound

1st Assistant Camera

2nd Assistant Camera

MUA

Trainee

Editor

Music Composer

Sound Designer

Studio Recording

Copyright

CAST

CREW

Directed by

Written by

Produced by

Executive Producer

Violet Pancheva

Radostin Stoychev, Violet Pancheva

Radostin Stoychev

Radostin Stoychev, Violet Pancheva

PA

PA

PA

PA

Transportation

Stanislav Vladimirov

Adrian Lyubenov

Vladimir Budinov

Stefan Ivanov

Simeon Simeonov

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS
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